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Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

Question: Which level of our government controls interstate commerce?

Ruling: Commerce Clause, Article I, Section 8
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"... Few things were better known, than the immediate causes which led to the adoption of the present constitution ... that the prevailing motive was to regulate commerce; to rescue it from the embarrassing and destructive consequences, resulting from the legislation of so many different States, and to place it under the protection of a uniform law." —Chief Justice John Marshall

In 1808, the government of New York granted a steamboat company a monopoly to operate its boats on the state's waters, which included bodies of water that stretched between states. Aaron Ogden held a license under this monopoly to operate steamboats between New Jersey and New York. Thomas Gibbons, another steamboat operator, competed with Aaron Ogden on this same route but held a federal coasting license issued by an act of Congress. Ogden filed a complaint in New York court to stop Gibbons from operating his boats, claiming that the monopoly granted by New York was legal even though he operated on shared, interstate waters. Gibbons disagreed arguing that the U.S. Constitution gave Congress the sole power over interstate commerce. After losing twice in New York courts, Gibbons appealed the case to the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court determined that the Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution grants the federal government the power to determine how interstate commerce is conducted.  Summarize your understanding of this court case in one sentence.  Who was the winner and loser and what part of the Constitution allowed the court to decide in this manner?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This case was later used in the Heart of Atlanta Motel vs. US to desegregate hotels and restaurants and even today to allow the federal government to arrest marijuana users and sellers in possession of the drug in states where medical marijuana use is legal.  Over time, legislators, lawyers, politicians, and business people have argued over just what the commerce power means. For instance, it may be clear that the commerce power would give Congress the ability to make laws regarding transportation networks, such as train lines and highways, that cross state lines. However, would the commerce power give Congress the ability to establish regulations on the production of goods and services that will eventually cross state lines? These and other questions regarding the commerce power have been answered by numerous cases heard by the Supreme Court of the United States.  However, the question of what the Commerce Clause entitles Congress to do and legislate on is still a very open question.  (_______________ interpretation, ___________  power)
